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It is my pleasure to present the following yearly report on the activities of the Commission for calendar year 2008.  The horse 

racing industry continues to change and  face challenges of maintaining public confidence through wagering security and 

equine forensic drug testing.  The Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission continues their commitment to ensure that 

racing is fair and honest.  The Commission progressively planned and later implemented a ban  on the use of anabolic and 

androgenic steroids at the start of the 2008 racing season and made notice of such to the industry as early as December, 2007.  

As with past years, 2008 was no different with increased competition from neighboring states for horses, but now with 

Maryland being the next state to add video lottery terminals joining Pennsylvania, Delaware will find itself surrounded on all 

borders vying for the same entertainment dollars.  The Commission continues to be supportive to the growth of horse racing by

giving the Delaware Racing and Delaware Horsemen Associations tools which can be utilized to maintain their 

competitiveness.  A  committed approach by Delaware Park to make improvements to the patron and stable areas enhances the 

image of the track making it one of the most picturesque facilities in America.  At this writing, the 2009 racing dates have been 

approved by the DTRC which will see a reduction in live racing days to 116.  The theory behind this is that ñless is moreò and  

looking forward, the adjusted schedule will assist the Racing Association in  being able to card full fields of horses while 

maintaining a respectable purse distribution continuing to attract premium horses.  

2008 saw the development of several horses that may become bigger stars during 2009.  One such horse is ñOLD 

FASHIONEDò who won his first two races at Delaware Park before winning the 2008 REMSEN STAKES at Aqueduct.  This 

now undefeated three-year old, should be one to watch in the upcoming classic races this spring.  A returning star during 

2008, ñPROUD SPELLò won the Eclipse Award for three-year old filly of the year with graded stakes wins at Delaware Park, 

Kentucky, and  Saratoga.

Making horseracing an event continues to be a major focus for continued health in the sport.  The racing participants, 

including horsemen, track management, and commission have to be good-will ambassadors for the sport and encourage good 

racing events, fair play, and entertainment for the fans.

Sincerely,

John F. Wayne

DTRC Executive Director

Dear Racing Fan, 



The Delaware ThoroughbredRacing Commission regulates and oversees 

the sport of Thoroughbred and Arabian  racing in the state.Its primary 

objectives and principles are to protect, preserve, and promote agriculture 

and horse racing through effective and efficient efforts to prevent and 

eliminate corrupt practices; ensure fairness in decisions affecting 

licensees and patrons; ensure due process in administrative proceedings; 

be attentive to the public and licensees and provide information 

concerning the industry and commission operations.The commission is 

also responsiblefor ensuring that the state and the betting public receive 

their fair percentages of the wagering dollar by overseeing periodic 

accounting audits.

Thoroughbred Racing Commission
Mission Statement
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ÅCommission and Staff

ÅBudget

ÅFee Revenues
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ÅWagering Trends

ÅCommission Objectives

ÅOther programs & 
Information

- Delaware Certified

Thoroughbred Program,

Committees, 

- Racing Dates and Photo 
Gallery and Miscelleanous 

ñPROUD SPELLò Winner of the 2008 Delaware Oaks

and Eclipse Award for Champion Three-year old Filly



Delaware Department of Agriculture

2008-2009

Michael T. Scuse

Secretary of Agriculture through October, 2008

E. Austin Short

Acting Secretary of Agriculture 

November ïDecember, 2008

W. Edwin Kee

Secretary of Agriculture

January, 2009


