
Delaware Thoroughbred 

Racing Commission

The Year in Review

2004



I am pleased to present the following yearly report on the activities of the Delaware 

Thoroughbred Racing Commission.  2004 was a year that saw some changes in the racing 

scene across North America regarding wagering security, drug testing and reaffirming the 

importance of the integrity of the sport at large.  

The Commission was involved in several matters of national importance to racing.  The 

stringent position taken by the Commission on the Possession or Use of EPO or DPO virtually 

stamped out the use of this harmful medication on horses.  

The Commission participated in a partnership role in formatting a Mid Atlantic Medication 

Policy which should be adopted in the early months of 2005.

The Commission also took a leadership role in pursuing adoption of the use of a ñpadded 

jockeyôs whipò which are expected to be in place on an experimental basis by the start of the 

2005 live racing season at Delaware Park in April.

2005 should be a significant year for Delaware Racing interests with the advent of slot 

machines being contemplated in neighboring states.  Delaware interests will have to meet this 

increased competition in order to maintain or improve their over-night and scheduled stakes 

schedule.

Two new wagers are going to be unveiled during July, 2005 in conjunction with Delaware 

Parkôs ñFestival of Racing ñ which will peak consumer interest.  The wagers were developed 

by Sci-Games in partnership with Cantor Index along with assistance from Delaware Park.  

The Commission feels that the wagering public will enjoy these new wagers that will be 

offered.

Respectfully submitted, 

John F. Wayne

Administrator of Racing



Thoroughbred Racing Commission

The Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission regulates and 

oversees the sport of Thoroughbred and Arabian  racing in the 

state. Its primary objectives and principles are to protect, preserve, 

and promote agriculture and horse racing through effective and 

efficient efforts to prevent and eliminate corrupt practices; ensure 

fairness in decisions affecting licensees and patrons; ensure due 

process in administrative proceedings; be attentive to the public 

and licensees and provide information concerning the industry and 

commission operations. The commission is also responsible for 

ensuring that the state and the betting public receive their fair 

percentages of the wagering dollar by overseeing periodic 

accounting audits.



Delaware Department of 

Agriculture

Michael T. Scuse, 

Secretary of Agriculture

H. Davis Shockley,

Deputy Secretary of Agriculture



Bernard J. Daney,   Chairman

W. Duncan Patterson,  Secretary, Commissioner

H. James Decker, Commissioner

Edward J. Stegemeier, Commissioner

Carolyn Wilson, Commissioner (through June, 2004)

Debbie Killeen, Commissioner (September 2004 to present)

Michael McTaggart, Commission Counsel

Patricia Murphy, Commission Counsel (joined DTRC December, 2004)

John F. Wayne, Administrator of Racing

Jo Ann Price, Administrative Specialist I

Commission and Staff



Commissioners

From Left: H. James Decker, Carolyn Wilson, Chairman Bernard J. Daney, 

Secretary, W. Duncan Patterson, Edward J. Stegemeier



Commission Staff  (continued)

G. Jack Houghton, Chief Steward

Frederick Burkhardt, Associate Steward

Dennis Lima, Associate Steward

John Peters, D.V.M. Supervising Commission Veterinarian

Joan DôAlonzo, D.V.M. Commission Veterinarian

Kathleen Picciano, D.V.M. Commission Veterinarian

Susan Botts, V.M.D. Commission Veterinarian

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



Commission Staff (continued)

Licensing and Credentials

Betty  Ann Davis, Office Manager

Geraldine Wilson, Licensing Clerk

Investigations and Enforcement

Robert Collison, Inspector



The Delaware Thoroughbred Racing 
Commission is a proud member of the 
Association of Racing Commissioners 

International (ARCI)



Joint Commission Activities
During  March and November, 2004  the Delaware 

Thoroughbred and Harness  Racing Commissions, 

participated in meetings held in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania and Richmond, Virginia of the Eastern 

States Racing Commissioners and Executive Directors.  

There were delegates represented from the 

Mid Atlantic region to discuss the challenges facing 

pari-mutuel wagering and racing.  



�„ The Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission is 

also a member of the National Racing Compact.

�„ The ñNational Licenseò was developed to streamline 

the licensing and fingerprinting process.  It is known as 

racingôs ñE-Z Pass.ò


